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A Word from your NEW President 
When I saw the title of the post I was to write the first word that came to mind was HELP!.  I looked on the 
past presidents board and saw the calibre of the past presidents I realized what a great responsibility I have 

taken on.  

First though, I would like to pay tribute to Mary Dowell who has been president for the past three years and to 
thank her for her tireless efforts in maintaining and helping to grow the club to the size it is now. This should 
have done at the AGM but unfortunately was overlooked. So thank you Mary for all your hard work and  

dedication to us. It is appreciated. 

As you all know, technology is changing at such a fast rate that it is sometimes impossible to keep up. At one 
stage desk top computers were the in thing, then came laptops, then tablets, then phones and now watches. 
Even our TVs are getting smarter. This has been reflected in the classes in SeniorNet. Members used to want 
classes using desktop computers but now the classes seem to be trending from the basic subjects to more topi-
cal subjects like travel, using digital apps, Smart TVs and subjects that are more non technical. 
So what are my hopes for the club for this coming year? I have always been of the opinion, that, if you’re not 
having fun doing something, then why do it? 
First and foremost let’s have some fun being a member, to have fun using our computers, laptops and tablets. 

Sure they can be intimidating but they are only machines. 

Secondly let’s not be threatened by what we don’t know, even about technology.  EVERY member has some-
thing they can contribute and we have a wealth of abilities and life experiences in the club. EVERY one of us 

has things we don’t know and it is by sharing with each other that we break down this threat. 

Finally I would like to impress on members that those of us who are tutors don’t know everything, even about 
our own subjects. Let’s make our classes, places where members and tutors discover and share, instead of  

being tutor (who knows everything) and class (who know nothing).  

So here’s to a great new year at SeniorNet 

      Kind regards 

      Clive DysonClive DysonClive DysonClive Dyson 

“SeniorNet is a community training network that supports & motivates people  
aged 50+ to enjoy & use technology in their everyday lives.” 

 

[Source = October issue of Gizmoe] 



How big is the internet? 

 [World wired web Photograph: TeleGeography/www.telegeography.com] 

 
One measure is the amount of information that courses through it: about five exabytes a day. That’s equiva-
lent to 40,000 two-hour standard definition movies per second. 
It takes some wiring up. Hundreds of thousands of miles of cables criss-cross countries, and more are laid along 
sea floors to connect islands and continents. About 300 submarine cables, the deep-sea variant only as thick as 
a garden hose, underpin the modern internet. Most are bundles of hair-thin fibre optics that carry data at the 
speed of light. 
The cables range from the 80-mile Dublin to Anglesey connection to the 12,000-mile Asia-America Gateway, 
which links California to Singapore, Hong Kong and other places in Asia. Major cables serve a staggering num-
ber of people. In 2008, damage to two marine cables near the Egyptian port of Alexandria affected tens of mil-
lions of internet users in Africa, India, Pakistan and the Middle East. 
Last year, the chief of the British defence staff, Sir Stuart Peach, warned that Russia could pose a threat to 
international commerce and the internet if it chose to destroy marine cables. 
 
[Extract from "What is the Internet: 13 key questions answered" by Ian Sample / The UK Guardian, 23.10.18] 
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Dates for your DiaryDates for your DiaryDates for your DiaryDates for your Diary    
MEMBERS’ MEETING: 
Mon 3rd Dec 10am:  
Guest Speaker Ian Grant on Drones 

HELP & SUPPORT SESSIONS: 
Mon 10th Dec 10-11.30am: General topics 
INTEREST GROUPS: 
Fri 7th Dec 2.30pm: Digital Photography  
Fri 14th Dec 2.30pm: Genealogy 
 

 
 
SUMMER HOLIDAY BREAK  
 
 



 

Page 3  

 

Main points from Mary Dowell's Presidents Report for the 2018 AGM  

 
1. Summary of main actions for the year 

• we decided to increase the annual subs this year to $25.00 per person. This is to cover the increased 
cost of levies to the National Federation  

• a Past Presidents board was organised and made up for display in our rooms  as a perpetual record 
• the urn we used to have in the kitchen was replaced with a new and safer boiler  
• we  hosted the TOTs meeting again this year, Grant Sidaway was guest speaker 
• we held our annual meeting with the Toy Library. They held their garden trail and as usual, made 

use of our clubrooms as a café 
• we investigated if we could do something with the tree at the front of our building  which sheds it 

leaves into the gutters, but because it is a protected tree we cannot do anything with it 
 

2. Appreciation 
• I have enjoyed my time as President and would not have been able to achieve the things we have 

without a good committee  
• a big thank you especially to Annie and  Clive who have been right there when I needed them  
• to Malcolm for input of his knowledge 
• to Allan for his job of keeping a careful eye on the finances 
• to Bernhard for his role managing the Website which has been no easy task  
• David who has been there for technical support and urgent maintenance, in particular following up 

on headaches with the printer  
• Marilyn for her role as the membership secretary 
• last but not least Sandra, a very big thank-you for the Newsletters 
 

The 2017/18 Treasurer’s Report and Minutes of the 2018 AGM  have been emailed to all members 

BEAUTIFUL PHOTOS FROM THE  DIGITAL IMAGE GROUP, THEME “REFLECTIONS” 

(see page 4 for a report of their November meeting) 



 MIG report, by Anton Petre 

 

How to quickly and easily reduce the size of pictures (answer— use Preview)  was one of the 
first questions at the October Mac Group meeting…and more good ones followed.  These in-

cluded one on how to capture  YouTube videos  for use in certain presentations — answer: download the free 
program Clipgrab which makes it all easy. 
A warning was to get Clipgrab from the official clipgrab.org site, and not some of the others which Google 
throws up—-and which try very cunningly to  deceive users into downloaded the very undesirable and perni-
cious MacKeeper software.  Always check  just what you are downloading before  clicking on the download 
button. 
Clive Dyson gave a presentation of an animated Christmas card…how to do it will be the subject of a work-
shop he is running  soon, just in time for Christmas. 
Clive also had a presentation and handout on useful shortcuts…a lot of them. Very handy. 
We then had a look at features of the new Mojave (pronounced “mow-harvey”)  operating system, which 
seems to have a lot of very  clever new features.  Then we had Finder and  other hints, answered a question 
on how to use accents, and an introduction to the latest USB standards. 
A busy and well-attended meeting.  We missed Mac Group and general SeniorNet stalwart Malcolm Garrett, 
who is very ill in hospital: we wish him all the best. 
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WINDOWS 10 UPDATE:  

NEW CLIPBOARD FEATURE   

  [Source =  Ray MacDonald in Eden Roskill SeniorNet Newsletter] 

 

DIG REPORT FOR 

NOVEMBER  

 

The theme for the month 

was “reflections” and we 

had a show of lovely pho-

tos. 

I gave a demo of making a 

collage. 

It was decided that next 

month the theme would be 

a collage of members’ best 

photos from throughout the 

year. 

Peter Hallett has agreed to 

give us a demonstration of 

making a collage using Gimp 

next meeting. 

Then we will have a Christ-

mas tea before breaking up 

for the year. 

Maureen HuttonMaureen HuttonMaureen HuttonMaureen Hutton    



USING YOUTUBE TO FIND OUT STUFF! 
[Source: Whanganui SeniorNet newsletter] 
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Need to know how to do something on your computer, tablet, or phone right now? It is highly likely that you can find an 

instructional video on that very thing on YouTube!! 

YouTube is a wonderful place where people upload homemade videos on any subject that interests them. You can view 
these videos for free. Why do they do this? Because if they become a popular video provider, advertisers will pay them for 

each time someone accesses and views their videos. 

However, because they are all free and homemade, the content will be pretty variable—some are very good, some not so 

good—but there will be many to choose from on the subject you are researching. 

How to find a useful video on YouTube: 

1. Type youtube.com into your browser address bar, press enter. 

2. You should now have the YouTube site open with a search fields at the top of the page, and a section called ‘Trending’ 
underneath it with a lot of suggested videos to click on. If you can’t find the search field, look for the magnifying glass icon 

and click on that. 

3. In the YouTube search field, type your query, e.g. “how to use Siri on a Mac” or “how do I remove an app from my 
iPhone” or “how to download music to a Samsung Tablet”. Make sure you add the make of your computer, tablet, or phone 

to the questions. 

4. Press Enter. You will have a list of suggested videos listed below the search bar. Click on the one that looks like it will 

help you. You will probably have to wait until an ad finishes before your video plays. 

If you find this first selected video does not help, then click on the back arrow at the very top of the screen to go back to 

the list of videos and choose another. Happy YouTube browsing! 

HOPEFULLY 

THIS IS  

NOT HOW  

PEOPLE  

SEE US AT  

SENIORNET! 

We started the meeting with a video from Macmost showing how to have up to four apps 
on the screen at one time. This can make it easier when moving between apps rather than 
loading the single app each time. 
Then Clive showed us how to make Greetings cards using the pages app. It is a challenge 
to cover such a detailed topic in such a short time but Clive provided printed sheets with 

photos to cover all of the steps he took in making the cards. The pages app is very versatile and provides templates to base 
greeting cards on. Clive took us through the steps of using an image, using a shape, using a cut out shape and removing 
backgrounds from images. He reminded us that the text must be upside down to allow for printing a card! 
Last month Trish showed us how to use the pages app to make a montage of photos. This time Helen showed us how to 
use the app Scrapbook for photo montages. The app needs to be purchased from the apple app store but provides many 
options for creating the montage. This is an excellent app that allows a personal touch. A serious option for people who 
enjoy photos. 
Sandra circulated copies of a couple of Apple tips and Tricks. The first was how to update your ipad wirelessly. There is 
now an option to set up automatic updates with Settings>General>Software Update>Automatic Updates to enable auto-
matic updates to the latest version of IOS. The second tip was using screen time to get insights about how you use your 
ipad. This option lets you know how much time you, or your children spend in apps, websites or more! 
John told us that with the cancellation of Pandora in New Zealand he had been looking at alternative music options. He 
recommended You tube music typing in free “ whatever music you like” in the search option. 
 It was another great meeting and everybody learned something new.  

N.B. No iPPIG meetings in December or January—we’ll meet again in February. 

  iPPIG meeting, Peter Beaumont 



 MacHint: How to Add Text to Photos,  by Anton Petre 

        
Adding text to images is a fairly simple process to begin with that is made even easier with Preview, the basic image 
viewing app that is bundled on all Macs. Most people don’t think of Preview when they think of making adjustments 
and edits to pictures like this, but it works just fine, and because Preview has shipped with every version of OS X 
from the dawn of time, you’ll never have to download a third party app to just place some words onto a photo. 

 If you’ve never delved into Preview’s font and text tools, here’s how to use them. 
 Open the photo to add text to into Preview app 

•   Click the “Show Edit Toolbar” button in the toolbar, then choose the “Text Tool” button 
•   Click with the text tool onto the section of photo where to add the text, then type the words you want 
to add 

Once the text is placed, you can move it around just by grabbing it with the cursor. 

It’s simple enough to add text, but you can stylize it too by changing the font, font size, or colour: 

•   Change the font or font size by selecting all the text (Command+A) and then hitting the “Show Fonts” 
button 
•   Change the colour by selecting the text and selecting a new color from the Colours menu, or by choosing 
“Other Colour” and finding one in the colour picker 

 
When finished, save the photo as usual, or use “Save As”  
[http://osxdaily.com/2012/08/27/enable-save-as-os-x-mountain-lion/] or 
“Export” to create a new file with the text placed on the image. 

 
 
You can also use Preview to add cartoon style 
speech bubbles [http://osxdaily.com/2012/10/05/
add-speech-bubbles-pictures-preview-mac/] to  
pictures.   

 

Preview is pretty decent but if you’re looking for more options for stylizing the text you’ll need 
to turn to third party applications.  
One simple and free third party solution is  Skitch, 
[https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/skitch/id425955336?mt=12] which offers a few more text  
styling options like outlined text. 

Page 6  

 

TIPS FROM THE WELLINGTON WIZARDS TIPS FROM THE WELLINGTON WIZARDS TIPS FROM THE WELLINGTON WIZARDS TIPS FROM THE WELLINGTON WIZARDS     
 

Google Warning of Different Machine/Device or Location:  
 
Getting an email from Google saying things like “Warning: Someone signed in to your account from a different 
location.” or “Warning: A new device was used to access your account”, or similar, at first seems rather fright-
ening. 
However, this is simply Google being a good service provider and ensuring that your account/s are secure. 
Whenever you Sign-In to a Google account or service, for example Gmail, various details are recorded against 
the ‘session’ and compared with your last access details. If, for example, you are now using another persons’ 
computer, or perhaps using a laptop away from home (cyber café, airport), then Google will see that this activ-
ity as “out of the normal” and will send you an email with an appropriate message. 
Getting this email allows you to ascertain if in fact all is well and you really are simply using Google from a 
different machine or internet source, or if there has been unauthorised activity on your Accounts. Most times 
you will realise that you are indeed the authorised user, and in such cases one just ignores the email, and car-
ries on ... no response or further action is required. 
 

[from computer topics discussed at Wellington SeniorNet & generously shared on their website][from computer topics discussed at Wellington SeniorNet & generously shared on their website][from computer topics discussed at Wellington SeniorNet & generously shared on their website][from computer topics discussed at Wellington SeniorNet & generously shared on their website] 
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www.seniornetmotueka.org.nz A COUPLE OF NEAT WINDOWS TIPS! 
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PO Box 297, Motueka 7143 

1. WHY do men's clothes have buttons on the right while women's 
clothes have buttons on the left ? 
BECAUSE when buttons were invented, they were very expensive and 
worn primarily by the rich. Since most people are right-handed, it is 
easier to push buttons on the right through holes on the left.  But 
wealthy women were dressed by maids, so dressmakers put buttons on 
the maid's right!    
 
2.  WHY do ships and aircraft use 'mayday' as their call for help ?  
BECAUSE this comes from the French word m'aidez - meaning 'help me' 
- and is pronounced, approximately, 'mayday.'   
 
3.  WHY are zero scores in tennis called 'love' ? 
 BECAUSE in France , where tennis became popular, the round zero on 
the scoreboard looked like an egg and was called 'l'oeuf,' which is 
French for 'the egg.'  When tennis was introduced in the US, Americans 
(naturally), mispronounced it 'love.'  
 
4.  WHY are people in the public eye said to be 'in the limelight' ? 
BECAUSE in 1825, limelight was used in lighthouses and theatres by 
burning a cylinder of lime which produced a brilliant light. In the thea-
tre, a performer 'in the limelight' was the Centre of attention.  

SOME INTERESTING EXPLANATIONS  

VIEW SYSTEMS  

INFORMATION FAST 

To quickly display the systems 
information panel on your Win-
dows 10 computer, simply press 

these 2 keys at the same time: 

the Windows Key (bottom 
row) and the Pause/Break Key 
(top row)  

[Source: Marlborough Sounds SeniorNet] [Source: Eden Roskill SeniorNet] 

We sadly say farewell to SeniorNet member John Fisher who died 

on Sunday 4th November after a short battle with cancer. 

John was a tireless contributor to many groups in Motueka including the 
Lions Club, Keep Motueka Beautiful & Probus. He had a very long & distin-
guished career with the NZ Army, serving in Vietnam as well as leading UN 
Peacekeeping missions in both Iran/Iraq from 1988-90, & Israel/Palestine 
from 1992-94. Another side of John was his & Marilyn’s red MX5 sports car—
they were involved in many social drives & tours around the country with 
the local club. John will be missed by many.  
We are sad to lose him & a extend our sympathy to wife Marilyn & family. 


