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A Word from your President, Mary Dowell 

Genealogy Interest Group - Evening meeting – last Tuesday of each month. 

 
Family history research is a fascinating and rewarding hobby, and it’s getting more exciting 

all of the time! 

Our gatherings aim to meet the enquiries, the “how-to’s” and generally enthuse members to 

get into their family history. 

Topics covered recently include NZ Land Records, Irish and European resources, NZ Police 

gazettes, demos of Family History Software, Flip Pal portable scanners, sharing our ancestry 

finds, using templates for projects, unlocking a locked record on 1939 Register, putting own 

history on a Timeline, writing our own life story, learning to navigate your way through  

various pay websites. 

Most importantly we help each other to accurately research and record genealogical information. With new research 

methods appearing every day there are endless opportunities to collaborate information – and endless opportunities 

to make mistakes, and these online mistakes can spread like wildfire! 

So our learning sessions at Senior Net aim to keep us, hopefully, on the right track. 

We owe it to our descendants to write down our family stories. Surely we want to be remembered for more than a 

birth and a death date! 

“Genealogy is all about chasing your own tale!”     Philippa ParkesPhilippa ParkesPhilippa ParkesPhilippa Parkes 

Hi all, I hope you have managed to escape the flu bug, I didn't. It is a nasty one, glad I had my vaccination or it would 

have been much worse. 

It was disappointing to see so few at our members meeting for September. It will be nice to see members coming back 
now the weather is a little warmer. The speaker from Big Brother Big Sister was very interesting, it is amazing to learn 
how many children are on their books needing mentoring. A worthwhile cause. Our next speaker is from Triton Hearing, an 

issue which may affect us all - let’s have a good turnout. 

We had an attempted break in of our building on the weekend of 26th-27th Aug, the lock was damaged beyond repair and 
had to be replaced. We are pleased these people did not gain entry. The police were notified of course for insurance pur-

poses, they advised us to put an alarm in for extra security, and this has been done.  

The awning for outside has been installed and should be a great advantage for us all especially for the summer months. 

Sadly we have lost two of our members in the past month -  Claire Toynbee a former president, and Heather Harte, Sid 

Harte’s wife. Our condolences have been sent out to the families. 

For those of you who do not know, David Snell, our IT expert and very knowledgable committee member has sadly been 
unwell. He is currently having chemo treatment which is taking a lot out of him. David Samways and I paid him and his 
wife Sheree a visit, it was good to see him before his treatment. David as you know is great asset to SeniorNet providing 

generous assistance to us all.  

A reminder that we have the upcoming expo at the Recreation Centre on October Ist. I will be sending out the roster to 
the members who so kindly offered their time for this. SeniorNet Motueka will have computers and tablets on display and 

will be ready to answer questions. We hope to see a good turn out from the public this year. 

We have been running some trial evening help and support session. The two on Thursdays for Windows 10 are being dis-
continued for the moment. The one for mobile devices has attracted better attendance. So if you can't get to the Monday 
or Saturday help and support slots,  you can come along on the second Tuesday evening of the month from 7-8.30. This is 

also advertised in the local Guardian. 

A reminder that subs are due from 1st October they remain at $20.00 per person. You need to be a financial member to 
vote at the AGM and to enrol for courses. You can either pay online, post to PO Box 297 Motueka 7143, or direct to 42 Pah 

St Motueka by putting your envelope into the letter box on the window by the front door. 

Happy computing,          Mary DowellMary DowellMary DowellMary Dowell 

“SeniorNet is a community training network that supports & motivates people  
aged 50+ to enjoy & use technology in their everyday lives.” 

 



 Discontinued email services at Vodafone 

Sympathy to those of you forced to switch email system because of Vodafone changes.  

It makes a lot of work telling everyone your new email address so you can keep in touch — don’t forget 

to keep us informed at SeniorNet!! 

To transfer your contacts to the new email system you choose—export them and save as a .csv file. 

Here is a short YouTube video showing how to transfer contacts from Outlook to Gmail. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cnki_ywHAhM&index=26&list=WL  

Good luck! 
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Dates for your DiaryDates for your DiaryDates for your DiaryDates for your Diary    

    
MEMBERS’ MEETING: 
Mon 2nd Oct 10am: Guest speaker from Triton Hearing 

HELP & SUPPORT SESSIONS: 
Mon 9th Oct 10-11.30am: General topics 
Tues 10th Oct 7-8.30pm: Mobile devices 
Sat 28th Oct 2-3.30pm: General topics 
INTEREST GROUPS: 
Fri 6th Oct 2.30pm: Digital Photography  
Fri 13th Oct 2.30pm: Genealogy 
Fri 20th Oct 2.30pm: iPad & iPhone  
Mon 23rd Oct 9.30am: Android Tablet 
Tues 24th Oct 7.30pm: Genealogy  
Fri 27th Oct 2.30pm: Mac  

ABSORBED IN LEARNING! 
A group of people happily learning together at a YouTube workshop last month. 
If you haven’t been to a class at our SeniorNet yet—you may be surprised how 
relaxed and enjoyable they are. See you soon? 



iPPIG SEPTEMBER meeting, Colin Hooker 

MIG report for AUGUST, by Anton Petre 

As the annual Apple presentation had taken place earlier in the week we watched a video of some of the topics 
that were discussed.  The first item was the Apple Watch - this included several users talking about how they used 
the watch in their fitness regimes and then a description of the heart rate monitor in the watch.  This was followed 

by a more detailed description of the other functions of the watch which included a live phone call to an Apple worker who 
was paddle-boarding on a lake. 
 
The second item was the new iPhone X.  This new phone uses face recognition in place of a  fingerprint to unlock the 
phone.  The phone has 2 12MP cameras and an improved display compared to the previous models.  One feature that 
amused us all was the ability to send animated 3D emoji in a message.  These “animoji” were cartoon animal faces which 
followed the user’s facial expressions and so were able to speak a message. 
 
Peter showed several short videos that introduced some of the features that will be available in the soon to be released 
iOS11.  In answer to a question Colin spoke about the i-EasyDrive, a flash drive that could be used to transfer photos and 
other files between a computer and an iPad. 

 
Only a small turnout for the Mac Group session on August 25, but a lot of useful information just the same. 

We talked about the latest rash of “phishing” scams usually involving fake invoices, and this caused us to have a close 
look at setting mail rules and restrictions to dump a lot of this stuff straight into the trash.   
 
A close look at some of the features available in System Preferences caused quite a lot of interest,  as did a look at the 
latest version of the Opera browser.  New iMacs do not have CD drives any more, but we showed an accessory plug-in 
CD/DVD drive which typically can be bought for around $40, but the days of CDs are plainly numbered when  flash drives 
of huge capacity are  getting so cheap.  
 
We also had a closer look at the Dashboard, and the many widgets available for it online (around 1000 of them), and how 
to put  extra icons in the dock. 
Those very useful Mac programs,  Pages word processor, Numbers spreadsheets and Keynote  presentation program, which 
used to cost around $20 each, now come free with the latest Mac  (free) operating system,  so we had a brief look at how 

these apps work as well.  
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We opened the meeting with a couple of news items - firstly that iOS 
11 was expected to be introduced in September, and secondly that 
there was a rumour that the iPad mini was to be discontinued.  We 

warched a video about a useful app, Apple Support, which contains many useful 
troubleshooting hints for Apple products as well as links to the Apple help desk 
for more difficult problems.   
 
For the next item we looked at the MacMost website for their selection of free 
ringtones for the iPhone.  We listened to some of them, ranging from gentle 
Mozart tunes and footsteps getting closer to more intrusive ones such as 
“Annoying Canary”. 
 
Then Barbara gave us an in-depth look at Spotify, a really good replacement for 
the very popular and now defunct Pandora.  She demonstrated how to listen to 
one of Spotify’s generic collections of music or individual pieces of music rang-
ing from popular songs to whole symphonies.  Then she showed how to set up 
our own “radio stations” for listening to our favourite music.  She mentioned 
that the free version had advertisements every 30 minutes but these were 
avoided by taking out a subscription. 
 
John then demonstrated the new iPad Pro, mentioning the large memory, up to 
512 GB, the much improved display and its speed.  He said that accessories, 
such as the Apple pencil and the separate keyboard were not held in stock at 
Noel Leeming but could be ordered. 
 
Finally Colin showed a novelty app, FaceApp, which could change the age, sex 
and mood of a person in a photograph and we went home giggling! 

iPPIG AUGUST meeting, Colin Hooker 



It’s predicted there will be 7.5 billion people in the world in 2017, and about 5 billion of them will have a mobile phone. 
Let’s say about 80% of those phones have a built-in camera: around 4 billion people. And let’s say they take 10 photos per 
day – that’s 3,650 photos per year, per person. That adds up to more than 14 trillion photos annually 

(14,600,000,000,000).  

A more conservative view perhaps might 
be; if only one billion people have cam-
eras or phones, and take less than 3 pho-
tos per day/1,000 pictures per year, 
that’s still 1 trillion photos captured in 

2017.  

The truth is most of us simply point and 
click without consideration or care. Actu-
ally thinking about the quality of the im-
age collected appears to be of little con-
cern – why should it be as we haven’t had 
to outlay any money to by film or to have 
it processed. Actually in many ways it 
seems a shame, as how many times have 
you taken a “snap” only to look at it lat-
ter and think if only I had taken a few 

seconds to frame it correctly.  

 

Here’s four tips that may help:  

1. Follow the “Rule of Thirds”. More 
often we are inclined to place what we 
are shooting in the centre of the frame. 
It is however more appealing and inter-
esting to have the subject off centre. 

Most smartphone or tablets will let you switch on a grid that divides the screen into thirds to help you with this.  

2. Frame your subject. By using things such as, overhanging trees, arches or other shapes to frame your subject it makes 
more interesting pictures and draws the viewer’s eye to what you want to feature and get them to focus on (this works 

especially well with landscapes where there is not a lot of detail to make the image more engaging).  

3. Use leading lines to lead the viewer’s eye. Look for lines that will drive the viewer towards a focal point of the sub-

ject. This could include stairs, lines, roads or shapes.  

4. Foreground, middle ground and distance. Often, landscapes can produce dull photographs. The trick is to compose 
the picture so there is something of interest in the front, middle and distance e.g. it can be a fence in the front, a line of 
trees in the middle and then mountains or cloud filled sky in the distance. Look for an angle that builds in elements at 

each of these three areas. It may tell more of a story and make for more interesting pictures.  

   Smartphones and Photographs  source = Gizmoe July 2017 

FARMER JOKE  
 
A State Highway employee stopped at a farm to talk with 
an old Iowa farmer. He told the farmer, "I need to inspect 
your farm for a possible new road." 
The old farmer said, "OK, but you can't go in that field over 
there." 
The Highways employee said, "I have the authority of the 
State Government to go where I want. See this card?  I am 
allowed to go wherever I wish on your farm land." So the 
old farmer went on about his farm chores. 
Later, he heard loud screams and saw the State Highways 
employee running for the fence and close behind was the 
farmer's prize bull.  The bull was madder than a nest full of 
hornets and was gaining on the employee at every 
step!!  The old farmer called out, "Show him your card!!" 
 
[Thanks to Tony Murphy for this one!] 
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You’ve probably seen 32-bit and 64-bit options available whenever you download a programme, or install a 
game. Your PC might even have a sticker that says it has a 64-bit processor. But does it really matter? Nearly 
every modern PC has a 64-bit processor now, so why should you care about the difference between 32-bit and 
64-bit operating systems?  
Well, for starters, if you’re a Windows user, you’ve probably noticed that you have two Program Files folders — 
one labelled simply “Program Files” and the other labelled “Program Files (x86).” Understanding the difference 
between these two folders and why you have them in the first place is pretty important, especially if you’ve ever 
installed the wrong program in the wrong folder. It’s the kind of thing you’ll never notice until you accidentally do it 
and your apps start misbehaving. 
So why does it even matter, why do we have these two different architectures at all?  

What are bits?  
The number of bits in a processor refers to the size of the data types that it handles 
and the size of its registry. Simply put, a 64-bit processor is more capable than a 32- 
bit processor because it can handle more data at once.A 64-bit processor is capable 
of storing more computational values, including memory addresses, which means it’s 
able to access over four billion times as much physical memory than a 32-bit proces-
sor. That’s just as big as it sounds.64-bit processors are to 32-bit processors what the 

automobile is to the horse-drawn buggy. 
The key difference: 32-bit processors are perfectly capable of handling a limited amount of RAM (in Windows, 
4GB or less), and 64-bit processors are capable of utilizing much more. Of course, in order to achieve this, your 
operating system also needs to be designed to take advantage of the greater access to memory. A horse-drawn 
cart will get you to work just as easily as a car will, barring any equine issues, but a car is a lot more capable – it 
can get you to work, or across the country and it can do it a lot faster than a horse can. 

How many bits?  
As a general rule, if you have under 4GB of RAM in your computer, you don’t need a 64-bit CPU, but if you have 
4GB or more, you do. While many users may find that a 32-bit processor provides them with enough perform-
ance and memory access, applications that tend to use large of memory may show vast improvements with the 
upgraded processor. Image and video editing software, 3D rendering utilities, and video games will make better 
use of a 64-bit architecture and operating system, especially if the machine has 8GB or even 16GB of RAM that 
can be divided among the applications that need it. 
Through hardware emulation, it’s possible to run 32-bit software and operating systems on a machine with a 64-
bit processor. The opposite isn’t true however, in that 32-bit processors cannot run software designed with 64- bit 
architecture in mind. 

Operating System Differences  
With an increase in the availability of 64-bit processors and larger capacities of 
RAM, Microsoft and Apple both have upgraded versions of their operating systems 
that are designed to take full advantage of the new technology. 
In the case of Microsoft Windows, the basic versions of the operating systems put 
software limitations on the amount of RAM that can be used by applications, but 
even in the ultimate and professional version of the operating system, 4GB is the 
maximum usable memory the 32-bit version can handle. While a 64-bit operating 
system can increase the capabilities of a processor drastically, the real jump in 
power comes from software designed with this architecture in mind. 

Software and Drivers  
Applications with high performance demands already take advantage of the increase in available memory, with 
companies releasing 64-bit versions of their programmes.This is especially useful in programs that can store a lot 
of information for immediate access, like image editing software that opens multiple large files at the same time.  
Video games are also uniquely equipped to take advantage of 64-bit processing and the increased memory that 
comes with it. Being able to handle more computations at once means more spaceships on screen without lag-
ging and smoother performance from your graphics card, which doesn’t have to share memory with other proc-
esses anymore. 
Most software is backwards compatible, allowing you to run applications that are 32-bit in a 64-bit environment 
without any extra work or issues. Virus protection software and drivers tend to be the exception to this rule, with 
hardware mostly requiring the proper version be installed in order to function correctly. 
                                                          [Source www.digitaltrends.com taken from SeniorNet Hutt City Newsletter with thanks]  

 

32-Bit vs 64-Bit – What’s The Difference & What Does It Mean For Your PC?  
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There’s a scam circulating overseas that you should be aware of….hopefully we will 
not see it here, but you never know. In any event, let it serve as a warning, and  it 
will give you an idea of how to deal with  Potentially Unwanted Programs 
caught  from bad websites or by downloading dodgy  programs from unofficial or 
non-Apple sources. 
 
Mostly such scams attack Windows machines,  (“Your PC has been Blocked”)  but 
the  “Mac has been Blocked” one is, obviously, directed at Macs. 
"Your Mac Has Been Blocked" is a fake error message displayed by a deceptive web-
site that users visit inadvertently - having been directed there  by various potentially unwanted programs (PUPs). These 
PUP applications usually trick users to install them by falsely claiming to provide various "useful features". As well as redi-
recting, PUPs deliver intrusive online advertisements and continually record various user-system information relating to 
browsing activity. 
 
Most scams of this type target Windows users, however, "Your Mac Has Been Blocked" targets the MacOS operating system. 
This error states that the system has been infected with virus/spyware. In addition, private details (logins/passwords, 
banking information, etc.) have supposedly been stolen. It is stated that the malware must be removed immediately and 
users are encouraged to contact "Apple Support" via a telephone number ("1800-954-399") provided. They are then suppos-
edly guided through the malware removal process. It is also stated that victims must call within five minutes, otherwise 
the computer will be disabled.  
 
All of this is nonsense.  Be aware, however, that "Your Mac Has Been Blocked" is simply a scam and has nothing to do with 
the Apple company. Cyber criminals attempt to scare victims and trick them into paying for technical support that is not 
required. Therefore, ignore this error - it can be removed simply by closing the web browser.  
PUPs continually deliver pop-up, coupon, banner, and other similar advertisements. These often conceal underlying con-
tent, significantly diminishing the web browsing experience. In addition, they can lead to malicious websites or execute 
scripts designed to download/install malware and/or PUPs. Therefore, clicking them risks further computer infections. In 
addition, PUPs monitor browsing activity by gathering Internet Protocol (IP) addresses, mouse/keyboard activity, queries 
entered into search engines, website URLs visited pages viewed, and other similar information.  
 
This collected data might contain personal details that PUP developers sell to third parties (potentially, cyber criminals 
who also generate revenue by misusing personal details). Therefore, the presence of information-tracking applications can 
lead to serious privacy issues or even identity theft. For these reasons, uninstall all PUPs immediately. 
Google “Malwarebytes for Mac” for a useful free program that will get rid of most of these PUPs.   
Best of all, don’t  get a  PUP in the first place by visiting dodgy websites, clicking  on advertisements, or downloading sus-
pect programs not from the App store. 
 
Google “Web of Trust for Mac” and consider loading this free program which will help identify and warn of dodgy web-
sites. Your browser may also warn you. 
"Your Mac Has Been Blocked" shares many similar with Critical Security Warning!, Mac Malware Warning Alert !, Immedi-
ately Call Apple Support, and dozens of other fake errors. All claim that the system is damaged in certain ways (for exam-
ple, infected, missing files, etc.), however, as with Your Mac Has Been Blocked, these errors are designed only to trick 
users into purchasing unnecessary technical support. None of these messages should be trusted.  
All PUPs are virtually identical. Most claim to provide "useful functionality", however, these deceptive apps simply record 
private details, cause unwanted redirects (to promote various websites), and display intrusive advertisements. The pro-
moted sites are often fake search engines also designed to generate revenue for the developers. Rather than delivering 
any value for regular users, fake search engines promote other dubious websites (by generating fake search results), de-
liver ads, and record various data. 
Some PUPs have official download websites, however, most are distributed using intrusive online advertisements and/or a 
deceptive marketing method called "bundling" (stealth installation of third parties applications with regular software/

apps).   
Be very cautious when downloading and installing software. Download your 
software from official sources only. In addition, select the direct download 
URL rather than using third party downloaders (since these tools often bun-
dle additional apps and using them is not recommended). Carefully analyse 
all download/installation steps (using the "Custom/Advanced" options) and 
opt-out of all additionally-included software. Furthermore, never click ads, 
even if they appear legitimate. Intrusive advertisements often look genu-
ine - determining if they originate from visited (legitimate) websites is 
virtually impossible.   
The “Mac is blocked” message looks like this…highly alarming, you will 
agree. That’s the idea..start some panic! 
 

MacHint: SCAM WARNING “Your Mac has been Blocked” [cont’d on p7]  
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Please call Apple Support immediately at: 1800-954-399 
Do not ignore this critical alert. 
If you close this page, your network access will be disabled to prevent 
further damage to our network. 
Your computer has alerted us that it has been infected with some virus 
and spyware. The following information has been stolen… 
> Facebook Login 
> Credit Card Details 
> Photos stored on this computer 
You must contact us immediately so that our engineers can walk you 
through the removal process over the phone. Please call us within the 
next 5 minutes to prevent your computer from being disabled. 
 
Malwarebytes will remove most problem infections. 
You may have to remove   potentially unwanted applications from your 
"Applications" folder: 
 Click the Finder icon. In the Finder window, select “Applications”. In the 
applications folder, look for “MPlayerX”,“NicePlayer”, or other suspicious 
applications and drag them to the Trash.   
In Safari go to Preferences and Extensions, and look for and delete any sus-
picious extensions you find there.  
In the “LaunchAgents” folder of the Library,  look for any recently-added 
suspicious files and move them to the Trash. Examples of files generated by 
adware - “installmac.AppRemoval.plist”, “myppes.download.plist”, 
“mykotlerino.ltvbit.plist”, “kuklorest.update.plist”, etc.   These may be 
found in the library Preferences  folder. 
In the Go to Folder in the Finder  “Go”  menu bar, type: /Library/
Application Support 
 In the “Application Support” folder, look for any recently-added suspicious 
folders. For example, “MplayerX” or “NicePlayer”, and move these folders 
to the Trash. 

www.seniornetmotueka.org.nz 
MacHint: SCAM WARNING  

“Your Mac has been Blocked”  [cont’d from p6]   

YouTube 
 
Since Ian Grant’s YouTube session last term, a new wide world has 
opened up for me here in Motueka as I’ve joined the growing  
number of Kiwis who see YouTube as an alternative to TVNZ.  Owned 
by Google, YouTube is free but unlike national TV,  you get to 
choose what you want.  The list is endless.  You can learn how to 
thread the overlocker, tweek the electronic throttle on your Toyota, 
watch Meryl Streep movies, BBC music documentaries, plant 
kumera, walk the Kepler Track, listen in on kapa haka festivals or 
check out drag racing up Kaipikari Hill. Just like girls you can do any-
thing with YouTube. 
Through your Google account you can save content to “Watch Later” 
and use “History” to find stuff you have previously enjoyed.  And 
using a Chromecaster from The Warehouse ($89) wirelessly link your 
smart phone, laptop, tablet and desktop to your TV via your WIFI 
account. This you do yourself.  It’s that simple! 
There is another YouTube course coming up, if you can’t make it, 
have a go at YouTube on your own.  Don’t be afraid to explore, take 
risks and above all venture into new territory with your learning. 
 

       Janet Gray 

SeniorNet Motueka est.1998 

42 Pah Street, Motueka 
Postal address: 

PO Box 297, Motueka 7143 


