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A Word from your President, Mary Dowell 

12 CRAZY TECH FACTS 
(No dates, but numbers will have increased by the time you read this anyway!!) 

 
Thirty million individuals watch television programming from their mobile phones.  
The average 21-year-old has spent 5,000 hours playing video games, sent 250,000 emails, instant messages, and 
text messages, and has spent 10,000 hours on a mobile phone alone.  
The first personal computer was created by Berkeley Enterprises. Affectionately referred to as Simon, it sold for 
a pricey $300 in 1950.  
It has been 40 years since the world's first mobile phone call successfully took place.  
On average, technology users carry 2.9 devices on them at all times.  
There are 350 million Snapchat messages sent every day.  
RadioShack was one of the first companies to start the personal computer revolution in 1970, with its TRS-80.  
The first mouse was invented by Douglas Engelbart in 1963; it consisted of a hard wooden shell and two clunky 
metal wheels.  
Of the 60 billion emails that are sent on a daily basis, 97 percent are considered spam.  
The first cell phone sold in the United States – the Motorola DynaTAC 8000X – was designed by Rudy Krolopp in 
April of 1984. It weighed two pounds.  
Google handles an estimated 1 billion search queries every day, releasing almost 200 tons of CO2 per day.  
There are 500 apps added each day to the Windows Phone Store. 
        [Source = Marlborough Sounds SeniorNet Newsletter] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hi all, just a reminder that with Christmas nearly here, our next members meeting is our Christmas 
meeting. So there will be  Christmas cake and mince pies for morning tea, plus I might even put a few 
chocolates out for the members as well!  
There will be a small Christmas basket on the raffle table this year. Plus each member is asked to bring 
along a non-perishable item for donation to charity. This goes to Salvation Army to distribute. 
We were pleased to welcome three new committee members at the committee meeting this morning: 
Clive Dyson, Bernhard Nobis and Denise Barden. It is nice to see new faces and we look forward to fresh 
ideas and input being generated.  
Bernhard is revamping the website so keep a watch out for this, he has some really great ideas.  
Please note for the new year: 

There will be no members meeting in January  
The first  help and support will be on Saturday 27th January 2-3.30pm. 
 

Enjoy the festive season, and to all those going away on holiday travel safely. 

“SeniorNet is a community training network that supports & motivates people  
aged 50+ to enjoy & use technology in their everyday lives.” 

 



INFO ON SMART PHONE BATTERIES 
It is frustrating to see our smartphones about to die just when we need them. The dreaded 
low battery warning leaves us cursing manufacturers for creating a device with such a short 
battery life. But before you launch into a rant, the lack of long-term battery life in our 
smartphones is down to human error! 
Many users believe that charging our smartphones in short bursts will cause long-term  
damage - but they couldn't be further from the truth. According to a site from battery  
company Cadex called Battery University, http://batteryuniversity.com/learn/article/
charging_lithium_ion_batteries, it is better to charge your phone in short bursts or run the 

risk of damaging your SmartPhone battery's long-term lifespan. 

Lithium-ion batteries are sensitive to their own version of stress. If you leave your phone 
plugged in when it's fully charged you will likely add to the battery's stress. When your 
phone reaches 100 per cent it gets "trickle charges" to keep it at 100 per cent. Unfortu-
nately, this keeps the battery in a high-stress and high-tension state which wears down the 
chemistry inside the SmartPhone.  Battery university compared it to relaxing the body after 
exercise: "Li-ion does not need to be fully charged, nor is it desirable to do so. In fact, it is 
better not to fully charge, because a high voltage stresses the battery, wearing it away in 

the long run." 

They also suggested not charging your phone over a long period of time, instead, charging it 
regularly throughout the day. Charging your phone when it loses 10 per cent battery is the 
best scenario. The batteries will remain a lot happier and keep their long-term lifespan  
intact. Keeping your phone cool will also help preserve it's long-term battery lifespan 
(especially out of direct sunlight) and suggests to remove it from any causes that may  
insulate heat while charging. 

    [Thanks to Ian Grant for sourcing this information] 
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            Dates for your DiaryDates for your DiaryDates for your DiaryDates for your Diary    
 

Friday 1st Dec: Digital Interest Group 2.30 
Monday 4th Dec: Monthly Meeting 10.00 
 Guest speaker: Grant Heaney, NZ Police 
Friday 8th Dec: Genealogy Interest Group 2.30 
Monday 11th Dec: Help & Support (General) 10-11.30 
Tuesday 12th Dec: Help & Support (Mobile Devices) 7-8.30pm 
NB no iPad Interest Group in December—restarting Friday 16th Feb 
NB no Mac Interest Group in December—restarting Friday 26th Jan        

    End of Year Holiday Break End of Year Holiday Break End of Year Holiday Break End of Year Holiday Break  

Advance notice that I will be away and/or busy for most of  term 2. Would 
you like to volunteer to produce the club’s newsletter for April, May and 
June? 
Publisher template and advertisers’ graphics are on the PC at the rooms. 
Microsoft Word has been successfully used in the past. Perhaps you can 
have a go on an iPad with Pages?  
Fresh ideas for layout and content will be fabulous—its just about  
keeping in touch with our members each month!  
Get back to me or any committee member if  you are interested. Thank 
you.       

      Sandra Price 

       WANTED  

STAND IN NEWSLETTER EDITOR 



iPPIG meeting, 17th November 2017 

 
As usual we started the meeting with 2 videos from Macmost, 
the first on moving the apps icons around and the second on 
the iOS11 dock.  We then we looked at chatbots with special 
reference to one designed to play scammers at their own 
game, me@rescam.org.  If a scam email is sent to the chat-
bot it will then start asking the scammer questions and if 
enough people do this the scammer will get a heap of spam 
mail!  Let's do this! 
 
Barbara told us about QR codes and how they can be read 
using the iPad or iPhone camera and Trish demonstrated the 
dictation function which enables one to speak messages and 
emails - particularly useful if you are on the move and can't 
use the keyboard. [For list of punctuation commands see 
https://matthopkins.com/gadgets/60-dictation-commands-
available-on-your-iphone-or-ipad/ ]. Sandra demonstrated the 
Google news portal which can be personalised to give you 
just the news in which you are interested. 
 
Malcolm warned us of the need to disable the Find My 
Phone app before selling an iPhone or iPad and then Barbara 
demonstrated the scanning function which is included in the 
Notes app.  Finally Colin showed us how to make a Christmas 
card using Pages. 
 
The meeting was made particularly interesting by so many 
enthusiastic members contributing items. 

     Colin Hooker 
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A good turnout for the Mac Group meeting on October 27. Lots of interesting questions were raised in the 
first  half of the session, and several folk were helped with minor problems sometimes with the help of 
Google. 

We talked of the importance of keeping up with updates, but also of the advisability of giving a newly-
announced operating system three or four weeks to settle down and be tested before downloading it.  It is 
not unusual for minor bugs to crop up in version one, then to be found by early users and fixed in an up-
dated release.  

User accounts, and how to set up a Mac for  several users or guest users (who have limited access) were the 
subject of one video, and others covered the various methods of file sharing, including  Airdrop,  and the 
use of the communication apps Facetime and iMessage, which is similar to texting but with the ability of 
include video, pictures, and audio. 

  MIG report, by Anton Petre 

Thanks to the Hutt City SeniorNet Newsletter  

for the  really useful tip above. 

WITTY QUIPS!WITTY QUIPS!WITTY QUIPS!WITTY QUIPS! 
 

I don't feel old. I don't feel anything until noon. Then 
it's time for my nap. - Bob Hope 

Don't worry about avoiding temptation. As you grow 
older, it will avoid you. - Winston Churchill 

The cardiologist's diet:  if it tastes good spit it out.—
Anonymous 



Keystroke shortcuts in Microsoft Office 
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       [Source = Marlborough Sounds SeniorNet Newsletter] 

ATTENTION TO EVERYONE WHO HAS NOT YET RENEWED THEIR SENIORNET MEMBERSHIP FOR 2017/18 

Your name will be removed from the database at the end of December and you will receive no more information 
about classes and events at SeniorNet. This will be your last newsletter. Sounds like a dreadful situation? 

 

                 JUST $20 WILL SORT THIS OUT—REJOIN TODAY  
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Google is set to build a “new kind” of high-tech neighbourhood that will be unlike anywhere else in the world. 
The company has revealed radical plans for the town, which will be called Quayside. 
It will feature flexible buildings that can be completely reconfigured at speed, and Google will even attempt to 
“mitigate” the weather, to encourage people to spend more time outside. 
It’s an astonishing vision, which Google hopes to turn into “a blueprint for the 21st-century urban neighbour-
hood”. 
 
Quayside will be built on Toronto’s Eastern Waterfront, with the project being undertaken by Google subsidiary 
Sidewalk Labs and the Canadian government.  Sidewalk Labs says it will “combine forward-thinking urban design 
and new digital technology to create people-centred neighbourhoods that achieve precedent-setting levels of  

sustainability, afforda-
bility, mobility, and eco-
nomic opportunity”. 
 
One of the most intriguing 
plans set out by the com-
pany describes a system 
designed to make the 
weather feel nicer. 
 
“Innovative urban design, 
new lightweight materials, 
and better weather predic-

tion capabilities make it more feasible than ever before to manage the outdoor experience without turning public 
spaces into indoor winter gardens,” it says in its plans.  “Awnings that block rain, physical structures that block 
wind during the winter but not during the summer, and sun shades can all add significantly to the daytime and 
evening hours when the experienced temperature feels comfortable to most people.” For instance, it will test 
retractable canopies and heated bike and pedestrian paths to melt snow. “Sidewalk’s analysis suggests that man-
aging wind, sun, and precipitation can double the number of daylight hours when it is comfortable to be outside,” 
it adds. 
 
It’s also going to create a new kind of modular, reconfigurable building, which it’s calling Loft. Loft buildings will 
have “a strong shell and minimalistic interior”, Sidewalk Labs says, making them long-lasting but also easy to 
adapt for changing needs.  “This flexibility will allow for easy modifications to match evolving style preferences 
and floor-plan reconfigurations to serve changing space needs. With sufficient ease of adjustment, a company 
could reconfigure a space to accommodate a weeklong training seminar and then return it to offices or small con-
ference rooms.  
“A family might decide to subdivide a room to accommodate a visitor staying for a few months, or, they might 
recycle and exchange modular components when a room no longer meets their needs.” 
 
Quayside will also be used for self-driving vehicle tests, and Google says it wants to make the neighbourhood 
cheap to live in, clean, safe to travel in and easy to find work in. 
“Working together with the local community, Sidewalk Toronto aspires to create a place that encourages innova-
tion around energy, waste, and other environmental challenges to protect the planet; a place that provides a 
range of transportation options that are more affordable, 
safe, and convenient than the private car; a place that  
embraces adaptable buildings and new construction methods 
to reduce the cost of housing and retail space; a place where 
public spaces welcome families to enjoy the outdoors day and 
night, and in all seasons; a place that is enhanced by digital 
technology and data without giving up the privacy and secu-
rity that everyone deserves,” says Sidewalk Labs. 
 
“Welcome to Quayside, the world’s first neighbourhood built 
from the internet up.” 
 
(Hmmm......another step in Google’s takeover of our world ....... Sandra) 

GOOGLE TO CREATE ITS OWN NEIGHBOURHOOD WITH WEATHER 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS AND 'FLEXIBLE' BUILDINGS.  
       by Aatif Sulleyman in the The Independant 25.10.17 
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Article of local interest from a recent Christchurch MacGroup 

SeniorNet Newsletter 



Motueka SeniorNet 

Committee 2017-2018 

President:   Mary Dowell  

Vice President/Membership:  Marilyn Pegram   

Treasurer:    Allan Culling 

Secretary:  Annie Coster 

Web Master:  Bernhard Nobis 

Education Officer:  Clive Dyson  

Technical:   Dave Samways 

Members’ Meetings:  Malcolm Garrett 

Health & Safety:  Denise Barden  

  

   Non Committee Roles 2017-2018 

 
Noticeboards/Forms:  Christa Friedauer  

Librarian:    Ann Bassford 

Newsletter:  Sandra Price 
Grants:    Allan Winslade 
Manual Printing:      Doreen Inwood 

Almoner:   Joan Damian 

 
CONTACT EMAIL: 

motuekaseniornet@gmail.com 

  

 
Tabs are useful and help to reduce window and document clutter by 
bringing many different documents or windows into a single window 
with a tab bar. Many modern Mac apps support tabs , but often you have 
to manually set each app to use tabs when opening additional docu-
ments or new windows. 
 
However, by using a little-known Mac system setting  in Sierra to prefer 
using tabs for new windows and documents whenever possible you can 
save yourself this effort. 
 
You get a single setting for all possible apps apps to prefer tabs with 
opening documents new or old, or creating new documents. If the Mac 
app supports tabs, it should   not require individual app-specific fid-
dling. 
  
1 Go to “System Preferences” 
2 Go to the “Dock” preference panel 
3 Look for “Prefer tabs when opening new documents” and click the 
contextual menu, then choose “Always”  
4 Now open any app which supports tabs; TextEdit, Maps, Finder, Sa-
fari, Pages, Keynote, etc, and open a new window or open a document. 
The opened item will appear as a tab by default, rather than as a sepa-
rate window. 
 
The great thing about this setting is that you can enable it once in Sys-
tem Preferences, and it will carry over to all apps that support tabs . 
 
 
There are other settings options  for “Prefer tabs when opening docu-
ments” to suit your user preferences: “Always”, “In Full Screen Only”, 
and “Manually”. If you only want   tabs when apps are full screen then 
choose that option instead, and if you don’t like tabs much you’ll proba-
bly want to go for “Manually” .  
 
 
Because this is “prefer”  not “require” tabs not all apps will respect the 
preference, and obviously if an app does not support tabs in the first 
place this setting will have no effect. 

www.seniornetmotueka.org.nz 

 

SeniorNet Motueka est.1998 

42 Pah Street, Motueka 
Postal address: 

PO Box 297, Motueka 7143 

  MacHint, by Anton Petre 

[Thanks to the HuttCity SeniorNett Newsletter for this gem!!!!!!] 


