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The name "Google" originated from a misspelling of "googol" - which refers to a number, 1 followed by one-
hundred zeros. The Founders of Google Larry Page and Sergey Brin (pictured below) selected the name, 
Google, because it represented the largest mathematical number. It fitted well with what there were to 
embark upon - 20 years ago – creating a series of algorithms (algorithms perform calculations) that could be 
used to find information on the world wide web.  

 
There are uses of the name going back at least as far as 
the creation of the comic strip character Barney Google 
in 1919. British children's author Enid Blyton used the 
phrase "Google Bun" in The Magic Faraway Tree , pub-
lished 1941, and The Folk of the Faraway Tree, pub-
lished 1946, and called a clown character "Google" in 
Circus Days. There is also the Googleplex Star Thinker 
from Douglas Adams' The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Gal-
axy. In March 1996 a business called Groove Track Pro-
ductions applied for a United States trademark for 
"Google" for various products including several categories 
of clothing, stuffed toys, board games, and candy. The 

firm abandoned its application in July 1997, just in time for our friends Page and Brin it would seem!  
 
Having quickly found its way into everyday language, the verb "google" was added to the Merriam Webster 
Collegiate Dictionary and the Oxford English Dictionary in 2006, meaning "to use the Google search engine 
to obtain information on the Internet." The use of the term itself reflects their mission to organize a  

IT’S A NEW YEAR ! 
 
Summer brings warm weather, 
renewal, fragrance & colour in 
the garden.  
 
Time for renewal & a fresh start 
at SeniorNet too— new com-
puter skills to master, more fun 
devices & gizmoes to investi-
gate! 
 
Put your thinking caps on for 
courses that SeniorNet can run. 
Come along & contribute, come 
along & learn with your friends.  
 
Excellent new year resolutions!! 

“SeniorNet is a community training network that supports & motivates people  
aged 50+ to enjoy & use technology in their everyday lives.” 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR NATIONAL SENIORNET CEO, GRANT SIDAWAYMESSAGE FROM OUR NATIONAL SENIORNET CEO, GRANT SIDAWAYMESSAGE FROM OUR NATIONAL SENIORNET CEO, GRANT SIDAWAYMESSAGE FROM OUR NATIONAL SENIORNET CEO, GRANT SIDAWAY 

 

Next year will mark 25 years of SeniorNet in New Zealand, so we hope that it will be a year of celebration and a time to 
marvel at how far technology has moved – from clunky desktops to dinky Smartphones. 
Many of our Learning Centres close over the Christmas and New Year period – a time to relax a little and a time for volun-
teers to take a break. What a great bunch you are, freely giving of your time to help others grasp new technology and 
asking nothing in return except the hope that their students become more motivated to use technology in their everyday 
lives. Oh… and also in the hope that they too will become a tutor at SeniorNet to help the newbies – Hint, Hint!  

Thanks to all the volunteers in all our Learning Centres. More than 600 volunteers collectively giving 240,000 hours 

(approximately) to help others. That’s $3.66M worth on a minimum wage of $15.25 per hour, of course our volunteers are 

worth far more than that! It’s often said that without volunteers the country would come to a standstill, that is certainly 

the case with SeniorNet, without them SeniorNet would not exist. My sincere thanks to every volunteer in SeniorNet.
         [Source = Gizmoe December 2017] 
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Dates to note for early 2017Dates to note for early 2017Dates to note for early 2017Dates to note for early 2017    
Monday 2nd Jan: NO Monthly Meeting 
Friday 6th Jan: NO DIG  
Monday 9th Jan: NO Help & Support  
Friday 13th Jan: GIG 2.30  
Friday 20th Jan: NO IPPIG 
Monday 23rd Jan: ATIG 9.30 
Friday 27th Jan: MIG 2.30 
Saturday 28th Jan: Help & Support 2-3.30 
 
Friday 3rd Feb: NO DIG  
Monday 6th Feb: FIRST Monthly Meeting of 2017 at 10.00 
Friday 10th Feb: GIG 2.30  
Monday 13th Feb: Help & Support 10-11.30 
Friday 17th Feb: IPPIG 2.30 
Friday 24th Feb: MIG 2.30 
Saturday 25th Feb: Help & Support 2-3.30 
Mon 27th Feb: ATIG 9.30 



DIG report for December, by  Maureen Hutton 

    MIG report, by Anton Petre 

We had a better turn out for our end of year meeting, with 10 members and 3 apologies. After a discussion 
about whether or not to disband the DIG, the consensus is for the interest group to continue.  It was decided to have a 
two month break  and start again in March as most of us are away over January and February. 
We had a good show of photos and Peter Hallett gave a demo on how to do a collage using Gimp. I showed a photo story 
of our years work. Apologies for those photos not selected but it was hard to choose from so many excellent photos. 
Then we had a cream tea provided by two members, Barbara and Maureen. Thanks to Barbara for doing the minutes 
each month, maybe some one else could do it next year. 
Our group would welcome new members from the club, we run on the first Friday of every month. Note that DIG is  
restarting March 3rd 2017 at 2.30pm 

 
Questions and answers were the main feature of the November Mac Group meeting….lots of great interac-
tion and answers. We talked of backups, spent a lot of time on passwords and security, and looked at vari-
ous ways of using the system and application preferences on the Mac to tailor and refine the system to the 
needs of the individual user. One interesting question was on sending large numbers of pictures by email 
without running into trouble with ISP size limits. We looked at  resizing the pictures in the mail program, 
and also at how Preview could be used to resize pictures as well as adjusting them, and even cutting out 
backgrounds and adding text and speech bubbles. 
 
A useful video showed how to set up the Safari browser to fill in  names and passwords, using the Keychain 
Access  utility to reveal passwords to a user with the right admin password — which in turn led to emphasis 
on the need to protect and never lose the vital admin password. The possible need for a login password was 
emphasised by tales of how visiting grandchildren — for instance — could get into a system and unintention-
ally cause a lot of damage. 
 
Finally we had a video showing how to set up the trash system to automatically empty after 30 days, rather 
than building up and robbing  vital hard drive space.  
No Mac Group in December—- next meeting will be at the end of January.  A happy Christmas season to all! 
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Membership Corner 

 

Remember that the deadline for 
renewal of your SeniorNet sub-
scription is the end of December 
2016, so this might possibly be 
your last newsletter......? 

We hope you will decide that all 
the benefits of this friendly club 
are well worth $20. But if you 
have some reasons for not rejoin-
ing, please tell us what they are, 
as it matters to us. 



Worried about artificial intelligence?  
Facebook has this advice: Take a deep breath. 

The change was easy because Insta-

gram could just plug in some of Face-

book's already-existing AI technology.  

The videos Facebook released Thurs-

day try to make the science behind AI 

more accessible. One video explains 

how computers can detect certain ele-

ments of a photo despite where they are 

located in a frame. Another video ex-

plains how AI can tell the difference 

between a photo of a car and a photo of 

a dog. 

 

"It's not magic," Candela said during 

the meeting last month. LeCun chimed 

in. "We try to make it look that way, 

but it's not." 

 

[Source = www.cnet.com] 
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The social network on Thursday (Dec 1st) launched a campaign aimed at demystifying AI by educating people on the basics of 

how it works. In a handful of short videos, Facebook explains the technology behind things like photo recognition, self-driving 

cars and language translation as part of an effort to assuage fears that AI will inevitably lead to robots running amok. 

 

Artificial intelligence already goes into many of the online services you use every day. On Facebook and Instagram, AI helps rank 

what you see first, based on what it guesses you might find most interesting. Elsewhere in Silicon Valley, Google uses AI in every-

thing from search to maps. Google CEO Sundar Pichai has said the search giant is moving from being "mobile-first" to "AI-first."  

 

Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg estimates that a quarter of the company's engineers and more than 40 teams work on AI plat-

forms. One big team, Facebook AI Research group, or FAIR, has more than 75 engineers and research scientists spread around the 

world. Another, the Applied Machine Learning group, has about 140 members. The money and energy poured into AI hasn't di-

minished criticism. Stephen Hawking said AI could "spell the end of the human race," while Tesla CEO Elon Musk and other Sili-

con Valley elites launched a nonprofit research company called OpenAI, aimed at advancing AI in ways that benefit humanity as a 

whole. 

 

Artificial intelligence and machine learning, a type of technology in which computers can learn without being explicitly pro-

grammed, has been an especially sensitive issue for Facebook since Donald Trump pulled off an upset victory in the US presiden-

tial election.  

The social network's news feed algorithms, which are powered in part by machine learning and which decide what you see or don't 

see on Facebook, have came under fire in the aftermath of the election. Trump's detractors argue fake news circulated on people's 

news feeds played a role in his victory. Other critics contend "filter bubbles," the notion that Facebook users are only exposed to 

viewpoints that dovetail with their own, may have been the reason people were so blindsided. Yann LeCun, who runs FAIR, said 

AI could "probably" reduce the filter bubble problem, but it's a question of how to deploy it into Facebook's services. "We proba-

bly have the technology," LeCun said in a journalist roundtable last month, referring broadly to the company's software chops. "It's 

just, how do you make it work on the product side, not on the technology side?" 

Facebook has declined to specifically address criticism of its role in the election, but a spokesman said the company hasn't built 

such tools. CEO Mark Zuckerberg said at a conference shortly after the election that Facebook does show people stories they may 

not agree with, but that sometimes people just tune them out. "It's not that the diverse information isn't there," he said. "We haven't 

gotten people to engage with it in higher proportions." And last month, he detailed a plan to fight fake news, including developing 

better "technical systems" to flag them before they gain traction. The company has also been trying to infuse AI into more of its 

products than just Facebook. 

 

Joaquin Candela, who runs AML, said Facebook-owned Instagram used AI earlier this year in making a big shift in ranking posts 

by what a user might find more interesting instead of just displaying them in reverse-chronological order.  

 



LEARNING  CURVES 

   MacHint, by Anton Petre 

  
The newest versions of MacOS support the ability to automatically capitalise words and to add periods with a 
double-space, two typing features which originated from the iPhone and iPad world but now are available on 
the Mac.  
Auto-capitalise words means that any word at the start of a sentence will be automatically capitalised, as will 
proper names, whereas the double-space for a period trick can be used anywhere you want to insert a period, 
whether at the end of a sentence or elsewhere. Let’s cover how to enable these two handy  features on your 
Mac. 
 
You’ll need a modern version of macOS to have these abilities, anything beyond 10.12 will include the features 
whereas earlier versions do not. 
 
Open the  Apple menu and go to System Preferences, then choose “Keyboard” 
Go to the “Text” tab 
Check the boxes for “Capitalise words automatically” and “Add period with double-space” 
 
Optionally but recommended, you can enable auto-correct for Mac too by checking the box for “Correct spell-
ing automatically” while you’re in the same preference panel, yet another iPhone and iPad friendly feature 
that Mac users may appreciate. 
 
Now that automatically capitalise words and period with double-space are enabled, you can immediately test 
the features in any word processing app or application where entering text is required, whether that’s Pages, 
Office / Word, Messages, or TextEdit, or any others. They work just as described, when you complete a sen-
tence hit space bar twice and a period will be entered without having to hit the period key, and when you 
start tying a new sentence or new word, it will be capitalised automatically without having to hit the shift key. 
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4 tricks to help you charge your iPhone (or any smartphone) faster 
 
Poor battery life is one of the most common issues for smartphone  
users. Even the newest models are not immune from churning through 
the power at a rapid rate. Here are four tricks to help you retain bat-
tery power and/or charge up faster when you need it. 
 
• Switch to airplane mode – This turns off your phone’s Wi-Fi and mobile radios, and also closes 

applications that need these features to run in the background. All this contributes to more 
energy saving and faster recharging. 

 
• Turn your phone face down – Keeping your iPhone facedown stops your screen from lighting 

up every time you have a notification, a feature called Facedown Detection. This can improve 
your battery life by up to an hour. 

 
• Charge your phone at room temperature – The iPhone has a lithium-ion battery that can be-

come stressed when exposed to temperatures above 30°C. This can diminish its lifespan. 
 
• Switch to low-power mode – This isn’t as effective as using airplane mode, but it still helps 

speed up the charging process by disabling battery-draining features like Siri and automatic 
downloads. 

Smartphone tips 
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seemingly infinite amount of information on the web. In November 
2009, the Global Language Monitor named "Google" No. 7 on its Top 
Words of the Decade list.  
 
Twenty years since the commencement of Google – they first called 
it “Backrub” (thank goodness they changed that!!) it has become an 
empire in the internet world. Here’s some interesting (for some of 
us!) quirky facts to ponder.  
 

 Every minute 2 million searches are performed on Google.  

 Google's first computer storage was made from Lego.  

 Google beats Facebook it's the world's most visited web-

site.  

 For the 4th consecutive year, Google was named the best 
company to work for in the U.S. – easy to see when you look 
at the last fact on this list!  
 A single Google search requires more computing power 

than it took to send Apollo 11 to the Moon.  

 On August 16, 2013, Google went down for 5 minutes and 

in that time, the global Internet traffic dropped by 40%.  

 Google takes over 200 factors into account to deliver the 

best results for any query in a fraction of a second.  

 Iran's largest airport had a Star of David embedded into its 
roof for 30 years until it was discovered through Google 

Earth.  

 Google intends to scan all known existing 129 million 

unique books before 2020.  

 When a Google employee dies, their spouses receive half 
pay from the company for 10 years and their children 
US$1,000 per month until they turn 19.  
 
 

[Source = Gizmoe October 2016] 
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