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A Word from your President 

 

Hi all,  
I hope you all had a Happy Easter, the weather was not the best but we did get a couple of nice days anyway. This month 
has gone like the rest - fast! I don’t know where the time is going but is sure is flying by.  
We are going to have nice new tables in our rooms soon. These are on order and when they arrive, our old ones will then 
go onto our web page for tender—click on the SURPLUS ITEMS FOR TENDER link in the menu on the side. Keep an eye on 
the web page if you might be interested in making a bid — there will be a total of three tables available. 
Our Membership secretary advised the committee of the good news that we have nine new members signed up. 
We are getting an electrical person in to make sure our electrical equipment is in safe working order. This needs to be 
done annually as part of safety regulations 
Term 2 courses will soon be posted onto the webpage so if you wish to attend any of the courses or workshops please get 
in touch with the tutor who is running the course. 
Remember the 2017 Symposium & AGM for the Federation is on May 9th &10th   and is to be held in Nelson. If you wish 
to attend please RSVP to me so I can forward your name on for catering purposes, it would be nice to see more of our  
local people at this AGM  and symposium. 
Finally, here’s a wee story for you: 
A man was in his front yard mowing grass when his attractive blonde female neighbor came out of the house and went 
straight to the mail box. 
She opened it, slammed it shut, and stormed back in the house. 
A little later she came out of her house and again went to the mail box and again opened it, then slammed it shut again. 
Angrily, back into the house she went. 
As the man was getting ready to edge the lawn, here she came out again, marched to the mail box, opened it and then 
slammed it closed harder than ever. 
Puzzled by her actions the man asked her, “Is something wrong?” 
To which she replied, “There certainly is! My stupid computer keeps giving me a message saying, “YOU’VE GOT MAIL!” 

   Happy computing         Mary Dowell      (President) 

“SeniorNet is a community training network that supports & motivates people  
aged 50+ to enjoy & use technology in their everyday lives.” 

 

We’d like your feedback! 

 1. What do enjoy about SeniorNet? 

•  Monthly meetings 

•  Interest groups e.g. iPPIG 

•  Help & support sessions 

•  Newsletter 

•  Workshops/courses 

•  Member discounts 

•    Social aspect 

 

2. Which courses have you taken? What new 
courses would you be interested in? 

 

3. How can you help out at SeniorNet? (e.g. as 

tutor assistant/helper) 

 

Email responses to: sandralouiseprice@gmail.com, 

or ring 03 528 6325 



Facebook Tips from www.computerhope.com      [cont’d p5….] 

Update your privacy settings 

Click the down arrow at the top right of your screen. Choose settings from the drop 

down menu. Then from the menu on the left: 

1. Click PRIVACY. Go through the 3 sections “Who can see my stuff?”; “Who can contact 

me?”; “Who can look me up?” to verify your privacy is properly protected. Anything that is 

not set to friends only or friends of friends can be seen by anyone searching the Web.  

2.Click PUBLIC POSTS. Adjust these settings prevents users from seeing your account or 

commenting on your posts. 

3. Click APPS and make sure you only allow apps you want to have access to your informa-

tion. Apps that you grant rights to can have access to your Facebook profile information. 

Use the Facebook top bar for navigation 

 

Knowing how to properly navigate is vital if you want to get the most out of Facebook. 

Below is a brief description of each of the available options in the top bar as shown above. 

Home - Clicking this takes you to your wall (News Feed) and shows all friends recent posts. 

Friend requests - If any friend requests are waiting to be approved this icon shows a noti-

fication of how many friends are waiting for approval.  

Messages - This section allows you to send and receive private messages between one or 

more of your friends. 

Notifications - When  a friend or Facebook application creates a new post you'll be notified 

in this section. Clicking this icon shows all recent notifications. To change notifications  

including any Facebook applications or games click the See All Notifications link at the 

bottom and check or uncheck what you want to be notified on. 
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Dates for your DiaryDates for your DiaryDates for your DiaryDates for your Diary    
Monday 1st May: Monthly Meeting 10.00 
      Guest speaker: John from Noel Leeming talking on Smart TVs 

Friday 5th May: DIG 2.30 
Monday 8th May: Help & Support 10-11.30 
Friday 12th May: GIG 2.30 
Friday 19th May: iPPIG 2.30 
Monday 22nd May: ATIG 9.30 
Friday 26th May: MIG 2.30 
Saturday 27th May: Help & Support 2-3.30 
Tuesday 30th: GIG 7.30pm 

  EASY RECIPE  
MARY BERRY’S  
SULTANA & LEMON 
CAKE 
 
5oz. Caster sugar 
5oz. Soft butter 
7oz. SR Flour 
2oz. Dried Apricots    
(chopped into small pieces) 
7oz. Sultanas or Raisins 
 2 Large Eggs 
1 Tablespoon Milk 
 Grated zest of 2 Lemons 
 1oz. Flaked  Almonds. 
 
Grease and line a large loaf 
tin. Set oven at 140c (fan) 
Measure all ingredients 
except flaked almonds, into 
a bowl and mix until all 
combined. 
Put into prepared tin, level 
the top and sprinkle the 
almonds all over. 
Bake in centre of oven for 
75mins. Or until golden 
and firm on top. 
Cool in the tin for 15mins 
before turning out onto 

wire rack to cool. 



MAC INTEREST GROUP Anton Petre 

 
Canadian  Broadcasting reporter and podcast creator, Felicia Latour, was the main attraction at the March Mac Group  
meeting, which was also attended by a good crowd of general SeniorNet members who wanted to learn all about pod-
casts.  Felicia gave a very professional presentation and demonstration, and also impressed with her friendly approach and 
ability to remember names of those she had been talking to before the meeting started. 
At half time, Anton drove Felicia back to the Kina property where she was staying, while Lindsay Hunter  talked about his 

new Amazon smart speech device, the Echo Dot. Think of Siri on steroids. 

The Echo Dot (2nd Generation) is a hands-free, voice-controlled device that uses computer “voice” Alexa to play music, 

control smart home devices, provide information, read the news, set alarms, read audiobooks from Audible, and 

more.  It  connects to speakers or headphones through Bluetooth or 3.5 mm stereo cable to play music from Amazon Music, 

Spotify, Pandora, iHeartRadio, and TuneIn. It also controls lights, fans, switches, thermostats, garage doors, sprinklers, 

locks, and more, with compatible connected devices.  It hears you from across the room with 7 far-field microphones for 

hands-free control, even in noisy environments or while playing music, and it includes a built-in speaker so it can work on 

its own as a smart alarm clock in the bedroom, an assistant in the kitchen, or anywhere you might want a voice-controlled 

computer. 

After Anton returned it was back to questions and discussing  problems and ideas. No time left for any instructional videos…

maybe next  month. 
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We started the meeting in the usual way with an amusing video, this time seeing if the iPad can do away with pa-
per completely.  Then a look at the way personal information has been collected together with iOS 10.3 and the use of 
split screen in Safari. 
Colin then spoke about lifewire.com, a website that contains a lot of helpful tutorials and other information on computers 
including many items on iPads - we looked at article on cookery which showed a kitchen balance and a cookery thermome-
ter which were connected to an iPad with Bluetooth. 
Sandra showed us her iPad Pro and then spoke about FilmOn TV which has been upgraded recently.  She checked the pro-
grammes of BBC channels each week and noted the programmes she wanted to watch - the app now uses New Zealand 
time to make life easier!  Colin showed us some of the vast range of television channels available on the app, including a 
snooker channel, the NASA channel which sometimes broadcasts live from the space station and an iPad talk show. 

IPAD & IPHONE INTEREST GROUP Colin Hooker 

TRUTHS THAT CHILDREN HAVE LEARNED: 
1) No matter how hard you try, you can't baptize cats.. 
2) When your Mom is mad at your Dad, don't let her brush your hair. 
3) If your sister hits you, don't hit her back. They always catch the second 
person. 
4) You can't hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk. 
5) The best place to be when you're sad is Grandma's lap.  
 
TRUTHS THAT ADULTS HAVE LEARNED: 
1) Families are like fudge...mostly sweet, with a few nuts. 
2) Today's mighty oak is just yesterday's nut that held its ground. 
3) Laughing is good exercise. It's like jogging on the inside. 
4) Growing old is inevitable, growing up is optional. 

5) Time may be a great healer, but it's a lousy beautician. 

On the right, members of the iPPIG 
meeting enjoy learning about new apps 
together. Always a very well attended 

meeting each month, & full of energy! 

After tea we discussed a range of other 
interesting topics including a mysterious 
darkening of the top of the screen in Sa-
fari (the iPad was operating in Private 
Browsing mode), how to put a link to a 
website on the home page, the range of 
topics available in Podcasts and listening 
to radio stations on the Apple TV.  As 
usual, we all learnt something! 
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FACEBOOK TIPS [...cont’d from p2]  

 

Search - Finally, the search box in Facebook can be a powerful tool that can be used to quickly find any current friends or 

people on Facebook. Also, searching for terms such as a company name, product, sports team, music band, etc. will find 

fan pages and groups that can be joined. 

Top News and Most Recent 

By default Facebook displays your wall postings in the News format, which means it only displays posts it believes are 

most relevant to you. These results are based on your past interaction with your friends. If you want to see every post 

made by all your friends that are not hidden click the Most recent link in the upper right section of your news feed. If you 

want to adjust who shows up manually click the Edit Options in the bottom right corner of your news feed. 

Hide users, games, polls, etc.  

It quickly gets annoying seeing some users posts, game invites, polls, etc. Hovering your mouse to the right of the 

post and clicking the Hide button as shown below can hide any post. After pressing the button you'll have the option 

to hide that user or in the case of a Facebook application the option to hide that application from ever showing up on 

your profile. 

Quickly change profile picture 

Your profile picture can be changed by visiting your profile, hovering the mouse over your current profile picture, and 

clicking the Change Picture link in the top right corner. 

Don't post private information on friend's walls or in comments 

When you make a post on a friend's wall or in any of their comments realize that any of their friends are going to be able 

to see that post. For something to remain only between you and a friend send them a Facebook message instead. 
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5 phone charging myths debunked 
If you want to make the most of your smartphone battery, it’s important to know which 
advice is fact and which is fiction when it comes to charging it up. 
Myth 1: You should only use the same brand of charger as your phone 
You can get off-brand chargers, and while they don’t work quite as well as the brand 
name charger, they are still fine. The ones to avoid are the cheap knockoffs from dis-
count stores. Not only do these sometimes not work at all, they can cause issues with 
your battery. 
Myth 2: You shouldn't talk on your phone when it’s charging 
In fact, so long as you aren’t using a cheap and nasty knockoff charger you can use it however you like. Some people have 
said that your phone can explode or electrocute you, but if you are using a charger and battery that is approved by the 
manufacturer you can rest easy. 
Myth 3: Don’t charge your phone all night 
Luckily the smartphone is smart – once it is at 100 per cent battery life it knows to stop charging. In fact the battery isn’t 
even in use when your phone is fully charged. However it’s not ideal to do this every night, in fact it’s been found that you 
can extend the life of your battery if you keep your phone charged to between 40 per cent and 80 per cent. 
Myth 4: There’s no need to ever turn your phone off 
Even machines need to take a break, and to maximise the life of your battery it’s a good idea to turn your phone off at 
least once a week. 
Myth 5: Don't recharge your phone until the battery is completely dead 
It’s better for your battery to be charged each day than to have it charge up from zero per cent on a regular basis. When 
the battery often gets down to 0% it can cause it to become unstable. Each battery has a limited amount of charge cycles, 
so don’t let it die too often and this will keep it in good shape. 

Smartphone tips 
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How safe is your Mac  from spying governments or other agencies?  
 
According to Macworld, the Mac and iPhone exploits described in new 
documents attributed to the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency were 
patched years ago.WikiLeaks released a new set of files that supposedly 
came from the CIA. They contain details about the agency’s alleged 
malware and attack capabilities against iPhones and Mac computers. 
The documents, dated 2012 and earlier, describe several “implants” 
that the CIA can install in the low-level extensible firmware interface 
(EFI) of Mac laptop and desktop computers. These EFI rootkits allow the 
agency's macOS spying malware to persist even after the OS is rein-
stalled. 
 
According to WikiLeaks, the documents also describe an implant that 
the CIA can load onto factory-fresh iPhones through “interdiction” -- the 
interception and manipulation of electronics shipments on their way to 
the final buyer. Based on Apple's  analysis of the new WikiLeaks disclo-
sures, the iPhone vulnerability described in the files affected only the 
iPhone 3G and was fixed in 2009 with the release of the iPhone 3GS, an 
Apple representative said.The Mac-related vulnerabilities were fixed in 
all Mac computers released after 2013, the representative said. 
 
WikiLeaks said it would share unpublished details about vulnerabilities 
from the CIA's arsenal with technology vendors whose products were 
affected. However, it wants vendors to agree to certain terms first, 
including a 90-day patch deadline. Apple appears unwilling to negotiate 
and claims that so far it has not received any information aside from 
what WikiLeaks has already published. “We have not negotiated with 
Wikileaks for any information,” the Apple representative said. “We have 
given them instructions to submit any information they wish through our 
normal process under our standard terms. We are tireless defenders of 
our users' security and privacy, but we do not condone theft or coordi-
nate with those that threaten to harm our users.” 
 
The biggest threat is not the CIA or even hackers…it is the gullibility of 
users. Any messages asking you to give details of passwords or banking 
information, claiming faults have been detected on the computer, or 
messages from people you do not know asking you to open files or  di-
recting you to particular websites should be killed immediately. And 
phone pests (usually with Asian accents) are still prevalent. The latest, 
Windows users report, are callers claiming there is a fault with Micro-
soft’s Internet Explorer, and asking to connect to the victim’s computer 
to “fix things.”  We haven’t heard of any fake Mac callers yet, but no 
doubt they will come. Just remember, Apple or Microsoft will never try 
to contact you in this way. Only criminals will. 
 
Apple regularly updates software to improve the built-in security fea-
tures…this is why you should 
always agree to update the 
OS when notified  by Apple 
that an update is avail-
able.  Go to System Prefer-
ences, App Store, and  you 
will see a panel (right) that 
lets you switch on auto-
matic updates. This is highly 
recommended. 
 

www.seniornetmotueka.org.nz   MacHint, by Anton Petre 

MEMBERSHIP CORNER 

REMINDER: pick up your current blue 
membership card from the rooms (box on 
table at entrance). We don’t put these in 
the mail to save on costs. You will need 
this card to enjoy SeniorNet discounts in 
shops such as Noel Leeming. 
 
CURRENT MEMBERSHIP STANDS AT : 265, 

with 9 new members since last month. 

SeniorNet Motueka est.1998 

42 Pah Street, Motueka 
Postal address: 

PO Box 297, Motueka 7143 


